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2 Timothy Bible Study 
Part V 

 
2 Timothy 2:14-26  14:  Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid 
wrangling over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening.  15  Do your 
best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be 
ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.  16 Avoid profane chatter, for it will lead people 
into more and more impiety, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene.  Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have swerved from the truth by claiming that the 
resurrection has already taken place.  They are upsetting the faith of some.  19 But God’s firm 
foundation stands, bearing this inscription: “the Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord turn away from wickedness”.  20 In a large house 
there are utensils not only of gold and silver but also of wood and clay some for special use, 
some for ordinary.  21 All who cleanse themselves of the things I have mentioned will become 
special utensils, dedicated and useful to the owner of the house, ready for every good work.  
22 Shun Youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace along with those 
who call on the Lord from a pure heart.  23 Have nothing to do with stupid and senseless 
controversies; you know that they breed quarrels.  24 And the Lord’s servant must not be 
quarrelsome but kindly to everyone, an apt teacher, patient, 25 correcting opponents with 
gentleness.  God may perhaps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth, 26 and 
that they may escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his 
will.    
 

Introduction 
 

Paul shifts gears here with another subject that is so important to the Body of Christ.  It is the 
important subject of Unity.  Unity within the body of Christ is so important to our mission in the 
world.  Our role is to usher the world to the living the savior who is at work in our lives.  Yet the 
truth is that the enemy is busy trying to thwart that mission by using all means, modes, and 
methods to divide and conquer the bonds of unity.  For the enemy understands that when we 
are divided the mission stalls, stops, and is surrendered in favor of his will and not of God’s.  
Paul reminds us that in as much as possible to not only understand our role in maintaining 
unity, but also gives us action items to do to undergird it.   
 

Let’s Take A Closer Look 
 
1. How To Maintain Unity 

• Don’t wrangle over words (v.14)  
• Paul uses words of Urgency: “Remind them, warn them, avoid” 
• Throughout the Centuries: Many schisms over interpretation of Scripture. 
• Babies in Christ, and would be followers are swept up in the confusion and 

Paul says they are “Ruined”.   
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• Avoid Profane Chatter 
• Paul says it leads to more “Impiety” and spreads like “Gangrene”. 

1. How we talk matters.  What we talk about matters.  Who we talk 
about matters. (Ex. Gossip, Backbiting, slander, innuendos) 

 
 

• Paul says, “Do Your Best” (v.15): 
• Present yourself to God, as one approved because you “Rightly Explain the 

Word of Truth” 
• KJV:  Study to show thyself approved unto God, rightly dividing the word of 

truth.   
• In other words, make sure you are rooted in grounded in your word, so 

you’ll know the truth of God’s word.  Once you know the truth of God’s 
word, you can share it in a way that will carry God’s seal of approval.   

• When we don’t do our best in study and in our communication of his word, 
it carries with it a destructive impact on the lives of the hearers.  
Effectively, we are held responsible.   

 
2. Paul says become a “Special Instrument” (v.20-21) 

• Paul uses an example for us to consider: 
• Special Utensils of Gold and Silver vs. ordinary utensils of Wood and Clay 
• Paul shares “All who cleanse themselves” will become special utensils 
• The purpose for the utensil in God’s hands, is to be “Ready for every Good 

work”.   
3. Paul’s Concluding Thought (v.22-25) 

• Shun Youthful Passions 
• Have nothing to do with “Stupid and Senseless Controversies” 
• Be “The Lord’s Servant” 

o Must not be quarrelsome 
o Be Kindly to “Everyone” 
o Patient 
o Correcting Opponents with Gentleness 
o It can produce the result of helping people “Escape” the “Snares of The Devil”. 

 
Questions 

• How do we ensure the unity of the church?   
• What’s your individual role in the church’s unity?   
• What’s the impact on those who are viewing the church’s unity or lack of it?   
• How do we now view conflicts, and how we should handle them?   
• What will you do so that God can use you as His “Special Instrument”?   


